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It has been suggested, often, that a research heliday is needed to permit 
consolidation of the advances aiready made in science and te allow more carefdl 
planning for future conquests. The amount of scientific literature is rather 
terrifying and it is published so widely and in so disorganised a manner that auch 
of it never falis into the hanis of those best able to use it. A temporary ces- 
sation of scientific research is not so moh needed as is & better use of what is 
published. This can be accomplished only by improving the methed of acquainting 
workers with the contributions of others ani by furnishing them with the originals 
or with copies of papers describing the results of research. For this purpose 
there are available abstracts and indexes of the literature, more complete libra- 
ry collections, and the recently introduced system of microfilm copying, It is 
by further improvement of these methods that the most rapid advances in science 
may be expected. 

In regard to indexing, the need for improvements is not often realized. 

In the case of narrow fields of investigation such as are covered by specialised 
pericodicals,treatises, ami text books, the making of an index is a simple matter, 
It is when a branch of knowledge as extensive as that of medicine is to be indez- 
ed, that perplexing problems arise, The solution of these problems requires the 
most careful study on the part of competent indexers having a thorough knowledge 
of the field of medical science and medical research. Since the difficulties 

arise mainly from the compreh i of the subject, the obvious way to mini+ 
wize them is to subdivide it into its constituent parts, each ome of which can 





be indexed to the satisfaction of the specialists who are working in these 
fields. It is to this principle that particular attention has been directed in 
connection with the indexing of the contents of the Current List of Medical Lite- 
rature. 

CHOICE OF SUBDIVISIONS. Scientific literature, as a whole, has long since 
grown far beyond the limits that permit making a general index of it. That part 
concerned with disease and the health of man and animals has umicubtedly reached 
the point where the advisability of making a single index to it may be questioned. 
Indeed, considerable progress in segregating certain parts of medical and closely 
related literature has already been made. For example, that part of it having te 
de with the mind and human behavior is now being abstracted and indexed in a most 
thorough manner by the publication, Psychological Abstracts. Likewise the fields 
of biology and biological chemistry are being very completely covered respective- 
hy by the journals Biological abstracts and Ghemionl Abstrects. These specialized 
publications bring to those engaged in subjects allied to medicine, the litera- 
ture with which they are directly concerned. This literature is separated from 
that having to do with the many other branches of medicine. 
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The advantage of subdividing the more comprehensive fields of research into 
seit component parts, for indexing purposes, can hardly be doubted. The only 
qustion ie os to the manner in and the extent to which this process should be 
grried out in any particular case. Each subdivision should naturally be a sub- 
ject of considerable importance in iteelf and sharply defined from other fields 
of medical interest. Their selection cannot be made with equal certainty in all 
cases. 

for eonvenience, a classification of medicine based upon the principal 
gerecter of the jourmals has been made for the contents of the Current List. 
{his is admittedly imperfect since the journals themselves are only rarely suf- 
ficiently homogeneous to warrant their assignment to one of the subdivisions 
chosen. Furthermore, the classifications made in this way are cither equiva- 
lent or complementary in many instances. Thus, for example, the subdivision (5) 
Bacteriology and Parasitology, is made up largely of the titles of papers deal- 
ing with the subdivision (26) Infectious Diseases and Epidemiology. Likewise 
division (24) Dietetics, Foods and Nutrition, contains many references princi- 
pally concerned with the subject (28) Metabolism. Evidently the choice of sub- 
divisions which are sufficiently sharply defined will require great care, and 
perhaps in the beginning it will be possible to select only a few under which 
papere concerned with the same subject oan be grouped without question. Exam- 
ples of subdivisions of medical research which appear to be of sufficiently homo~- 
geneous character are: Dentistry, Child Welfare, Hospitals, Nursing, Public Healtna 
Tuberculosis, Veterinary Medicine, eto. 

_ QROICE OF NAMES. The variety of memes which may be employed to designate 
the same subject is especially great in medicine. In addition to the common names 
fer diseases, parts of the body, and warious medical topics, there are the corres- 
ponding scientific names which are employed indiscriminately in medical publica- 
tions. The choice in each case of the one most widely known and therefore most 
appropriate for indexing purposes is often difficult to make. A decision is 
indispensible in every case, to avoid distributing papers om the same subject in 
different partes of the index which results when the common practise is followed 
of indexing by the names found in the titles of the papers. in such cases it 
becomes necessary to search under the many names which may be used by different 
authors to find all pertinent references to that subject. Indexing the subject 
matter and not just the names requires that many papers be listed under headings 
entirely different from the nasties found in the titles of the papers. 


(continued in next issue) 























Se . _ cheatin 





